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hat is International 
Development Week? 


International Development Week is held each 
year during the first week in February. It provides Canadians 
-with a perfect opportunity to increase their awareness of life . 
~ in the developing world through local initiatives. Special 
events are organized across the country by schools, institu- 
tions, non-governmental organiza- | 
tions (NGOs), business associations 
and community groups. 
_These activities help to introduce 
"thousands of Canadians to the lives 
of people in the developing nations 
_ of Africa, Asia, Latin America and 
the Caribbean so that we can bet- 
ter appreciate the daily challenges 
they face and the richness of their 
cultures and societies. 


hy an International 
Development Week? 


_ Because our common future depends on our 
_ willingness to.act together to find national and international : 
solutions to global problems. By working together, we can 
change our world for the better. Canadians of all'ages can 
take’ part in International Development Week. Activities are 
designed to open our eyes, minds and hearts to global inter- 
- dependence and to help us understand why working with 
developing countries is important for the future. 
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nternational 
Development Week 
is about Partnership: 


The Canadian International Development. 
Agency (CIDA) i is responsible for carrying out most of 
Canada’s official development assistance program. Its mis- 

— sion is to support sustainable development in developing 

countries - and its-prime objective is to alleviate ma 

~ CIDA’s priorities are: | 


@ addressing basic human needs by building the human 
_ Capacity of the poor and responding to emergency needs; 


8 supporting the full participation of women aS equal — | 
. ae in the.sustainable ESSIEN of their societies; 


® supporting democracy, good governance, respect for. 
human rights, including children’s po and the building 
~ up of civil society;.. 


| @ encouraging private sector development it in ceveloing ‘ 
countries; and. 


: nal 0 ch s the United Nations 
— and its agencies, like UNICEF — the Commonwealth, 
_ la Francophonie, international development banks, and many 
\ other international organizations. They are able to pool the © 
~farge amounts of capital and expertise needed to tackle 
some of the most pressing development challenges. 


Canadians are also essential partners of CIDA. From all — 


regions of the country, from all walks of life, Canadians are 


involved in get A UMLAes A in their local communities 
and overseas: : 


Non- -governmental organizations (NGOs), which are 


formed by citizens working for change. They raise fu nds, 
Support projects in-a wide array of sectors, send volunteers 


overseas, and promote education and awareness here at 
home. They are the most direct link to local populations 


An developing countries through their support of community 


_ CIDA Photo : Bruce Paton, Angola 


| development projects and local organizations. 


Non-governmental institutions (NGIs), including universities 


and colleges,.unions and cooperatives, professional associa- 


q _ tions, and volunteer-sending organizations. They provide 
_ expertise in everything from basic health care eto voy spe-. 


clalized environmental Services. 


The private sector. An indispensable partner, business 


f provides many of the goods and services that make up 
Canadian aid. The commercial ties they form with the private 


- sector overseas help transfer the expertise, money, and tech- 


nology that developing countries need. They also build the - 


foundation of a lasting, mature relationship. between Canada 
and the LOBED countries. | 


nternational 
Development Week 
is about Progress” 


international: nevelonrent Week is more than 

just a anes to stage informative and exciting initiatives, or 
to celebrate partnership. It is a week-long demonstration of 

- the effectiveness of international development, a chance to : 
‘show that SAW is possible, that aid IS working. 


-In what ways is it working? More than eight 
world’s children have now been immunized 
diseases. More People have s : 


eveloping countries ‘it thirty: years 0 Pach many 


lines for getting good to rattan and bringing the”: 
ssities of life to the villages. Their upkeep, through a 
oject run by CARE-Canada and CARE-Bangladesh, is the 
sult of the. work of 60,000 poor rural women, who not | 

| have a steady income, they are trained in money 
gement, and setting up co-ops and other kinds of - 
businesses. This new independence is bolstering their own 
self-confidence and status and gaining them the respect of . 
the whole community. | 4 


@A&A Jeweller’s Ltd. of Scarborough, Ontario, a 40-year- 
old firm, has-been helping Joyas Baron Cia Ltda of Ecuador — 

- to expand and rehabilitate its jewellery manufacturing busi- 
ness, creating some 340 new jobs. With support from 
CIDA's Industrial Cooperation Program, A & A has added ~ 
new product lines, trained employees, installed devices and 

_ systems to ensure environmental safety, provided extra. 

/ HEROES for female shift workers. and generally 


0 hectares of forest, sail and distribu- . 
on’ eedlings 3 per year from 1982- 1991, and . 


struction of a Tea in St-Louis, Senegal, a | | 
part of a municipal twinning program through the Canadian . 
Federation of Municipalities. Since 1991, the two towns have. 
| i worked together to help upgrade the rapidly-growing African 
partner's infrastructure and services through training, ex- 
_ changes, provision of equipment and financial assistance. 


nternational 
Development Week | 
is about People 


International Development Week is about 


people working to improve life for themselves and their chil- 
dren. It is about people whose survival is still greatly affected 

by war and climatic conditions like flood, drought and 
famine, and who must strive to meet their basic needs and - 
to live in dignity and peace. It is about people who, despite 
these overwhelming odds, are organizing and bea? their 
own development in hand. 


mitt 


CIDA Photo : David Barbour, Ethiopia 


It is also about people who realize that we all share one 

| world, and that what happens in a developing country 

4 000 km away affects all of us. Sustainable development 
is a concern not only for developing countries, but for 
industrialized countries too. 


| Partnership isthe most effective means to support 

- cooperation between Canada and the developing nations. 
International Development Week is an opportunity for people 
to work together in addressing one of the most challenging 
questions of our time: how to live together in harmony. 
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